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by the labour of the students, but by society at large. And in a
poor country like ours, the burden naturally falls upon the
millions of exploited and neglected residents of the villages.
The latter are relegated to darkness of mind as well as of body.
Therefore, the first duty of the student world should be, not
to treat their period of study as one of opportunity for indul-
gence in intellectual luxuries, but for preparing themselves for
final dedication in the service of those on whose backs they
happen to be riding today. One humble and straightforward
way of discharging the debt was to learn some craft even while
they were at their studies ; and by means of the product of their
labours to pay for as much of their tuition expenses as possible.
If education could thus be made to pay for itself, it would go a
long way to make possible its diffusion in rural India where it
is often held up for want of the necessary finances.
Gandhiji also advised students to form a living contact
with the villagers in whose midst their institution happened to
be located. Students had not merely to undertake sympathetic
research about their economic and social disabilities, but, at the
same time, do something positive so that the life of the villa-
gers might be raised to a higher material and moral level. To
this end, Gandhiji expected students to take ^ to the spinning
wheel with understanding and enthusiasm, looking upon it as
a symbol of union between themselves and the toiling millions
of the world over.
After having established the union through common pro-
ductive labour, students were further expected to cMve out
illiteracy, spread ideas about sanitation and hygiene and the
like. They were also to take a lead in matters of social refgrm,
such as the eradication of pernicious practices like the dowry
system or of the cruel custom of tmtouchability.
But above and beyond these, students in a subjugated
country like ours had a more urgent responsibility in connec-
tion with the political liberation of the land. Many students
sought Gandhiji's advice in this respect. He wished all of them
to develop a rational attitude, listen to every one, learn to dis-
criminate the chaff from the grain, and, on the whole, to ateer
clear from what is known as * party ' or ' power * politics. They
were to remain true to their calling, obeying the discipline, of